
Sponsorship Packet

© Leaders of a Beautiful Struggle, 2016



About Us
Leaders of a Beautiful Struggle (LBS) is a grassroots 

think-tank which advances the public policy interest of 

Black people, in Baltimore, through youth leadership 

development, political advocacy, and autonomous 

intellectual innovation.  

We seek to radically change the discourse around local 

and regional politics by injecting community voices into 

political conversations through policy research, 

advocacy, and community organizing from a grassroots 

perspective. 

Since our formation in 2010, LBS has been recognized 

as an emerging voice promoting youth leadership and 

political advocacy in Baltimore. LBS is unique because 

we are the region’s only grassroots policy think-tank 

specifically aimed at improving the conditions of Black 

people.  

LBS is not housed within or controlled by foundations, 

non-profits or political parties. Instead, we pride 

ourselves on being an independent group of scholars, 

activists and young people dedicated to transformative 

political change. 



What is ECLI?
The Eddie Conway Liberation Institute (ECLI) is a 

national debate camp. ECLI provides the best 

academic debate training from many of the most 

successful and experienced debate instructors in the 

United States. Our camp is unified around the theme 

of Black cultural identity development and social 

justice.   

Our students are equipped with policy debate 

training that incorporates cultural and racial identity 

and a developed knowledge of structural social, 

political and economic issues. Students produce 

policy briefs on the given policy debate topic for the 

following academic year.  

ECLI holds the prestige of being the only debate 

camp hosted and operated by an HBCU in the 

United States. 

Currently ECLI is three weeks in length and hosted 

by Coppin State University. It is open to young 

people from all over the United States.



Who is Eddie Conway?
ECLI is named after Marshall “Eddie” Conway. He is a 

published author, organizer, educator and former Minister 

of Defense of the Baltimore chapter of the Black Panther 

Party.  

Eddie was one of the longest incarcerated political 

prisoners in the United States. In 1970, he was falsely 

arrested, charged and convicted of murdering a police 
officer.  

He was working for the U.S. Postal Service and on the job 

at the time the murder took place, but federal agents used 
several informants and infiltrators to frame members of the 

local Panther chapter and other members nationwide.  

At the age of twenty-four, he was sentenced to life plus 

thirty years in jail for a crime he did not commit and has 
never been given a fair trial. Eddie was a steady and 

consistent community advocate even while incarcerated.  

He currently rehabilitates and organizes men in prison 
through the Friend of a Friend (FOF) program. He is able 

to continue to do this work with the help of Dominique 

Stevenson, who is currently director of FOF. 

On March 4, 2014, Eddie was finally released from jail 

after 44 years of false imprisonment. Since being released, 

Eddie has been in numerous political activities in the 

Baltimore area and abroad. 

Eddie is an avid supporter of ECLI and is a guest lecturer at 

our camp. He comes to ECLI and speaks to our students 

on many occasions about community organizing and 
activism.  We celebrate his legacy and his contributions to 

Black revolutionary struggle.



ECLI recognizes that there 

has historically been a lack 

of attention given to the 

necessity of positive images 

of Black people in the 

United States. We see this as 

a remedy for the violence 

and self-destructive behavior 

of Black youth.  

T h e n e e d f o r t h e 

development of a strong 

sense of cultural identity is 

o f t en neg lec t ed , even 

though many scholars have 

concluded that this is a key 

c o m p o n e n t t o t h e 

development of good mental 

health.  

ECLI aims to connect policy 

debate and social justice to 

aid in the development of 

positive cultural identity 

development for Black 

youth.

Mission



Policy debate as an 
organizing force
Academic policy debate is one of the most 

crucial training grounds for leadership in the 

world. Historically Black colleges and 

universities (HBCU’s) have missed out on being 

involved in an activity that has direct ties to 

political power in the United States. This has 

resulted in extremely low levels of participation 

of Black debaters in the highest levels of 

academic college debate.  

Camps like ECLI demonstrate a unique 

opportunity to inject Black people into an 

activity that can help produce Black scholars 

and researchers that are often found at research 

tier universities. A benefit of ECLI is that it 

provides a strong intellectual base for the 

development of youth advocacy that is 

beginning to spring up around the country.



Our Students
There is an application process for all students 

to attend ECLI. These students are come from 

around the United States to sharpen their debate 

skills in the summer time. In our first three years 

we have had a total of 82 students from a wide 

variety of backgrounds.  

These students have come from from around the 

United States from several cities, including: 

• Baltimore, Maryland 

• Chicago, Illinois 

• Detroit, Michigan 

• Houston, Texas 

• Newark, New Jersey 

• New York, New York 

• Oakland, California 

• Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

• St Paul, Minnesota 

Although we charge tuition for ECLI, the 

majority of the students who attend receive 

financial assistance and scholarships.



ECLI has received an enormous amount of 

support from the Baltimore community. 

Besides doing debates and lectures on 

campus, we take students directly into 

Baltimore neighborhoods. Our institute has an 

authentic connection to the community. 

We take our students on a series of field trips 

to various Black institutions. Here are a few 

examples: 

• Faith and Spirituality - We visit both 

Pleasant Hope Baptist Church and Nation 

of Islam’s Muhammad Mosque Number 6. 

The goal is to educate students about 

different spiritual traditions in the Black 

community. 

• Film and Media - In 2013, Local filmmaker 

Bobby Marvin screened his film “Live Young 

Blood to our students. It talked specifically 

about the culture of violence in Baltimore 

City. We also saw the nationally acclaimed 

film “Fruitvale Station”, which displayed the 

life and murder of Oscar Grant. 

• Black Business - Our students eat at Black-

owned restaurants and have the owners 

speak about the necessity of Black owned 

enterprise. We also encourage students to 

patronize different Black businesses around 

Baltimore.

Community Support



The Staff

In our first three years, ECLI has been able to marshal some of the most brilliant and 

successful debate minds to teach our students. The majority of our staff have paved 

the pay for people of color and women to participate in high school and college 

debate.  

ECLI is a world class debate institute that is comparable to any other debate camp 

at a research tier university (i.e Harvard, Northwestern, Michigan State, etc). The 

difference is that ECLI has a specific focus on cultural identity development in the 

context of policy debate competition, which our staff are experts in.



Staff Profiles

Dr. Shanara Reid-Brinkley is the first and only Black 

woman director of a college policy debate team in the 

United States. She is also the first urban debate league 

graduate to become a debate director and tenure stream 

professor in the country.

Daryl Burch is heavily involved in the national success of 

prominent Black debaters at many universities and high 

schools around the United States. He is widely considered to 

be one of the most competitively successful Black coaches in 

debate history.

Dayvon Love and his partner Deven Cooper were the first 

team of Black debaters to win the CEDA National Tournament 

in 2008. They were also the first team of Black debaters from 

an urban debate league to receive a first round at-large bid for 

the National Debate Tournament (NDT).  A “first round” are 

debate teams who comprise the top sixteen in the United 

States. 

In 2013, Ryan Wash and his partner Elijah Smith made 

history. They won the National Debate Tournament and 

CEDA National Tournament.  These are two largest and 

most prestigious national college debate championships in 

the country. That was the first time a team has ever 

accomplished that feat.



LaToya Williams-Green was the first Black woman to 

receive a first round at-large bid to the National Debate 

Tournament, the most prestigious college tournament in the 

United States. She also cleared to semifinals at CEDA and 

to octo-finals of the NDT.

In 2013, Korey Johnson and her partner Ameena Johnson 

were they the only team of Black women at the National 

Debate Tournament and they made it to octo-finals of the 

tournament. They were the first team of Black women to 

qualify for elimination rounds since 2004. In 2014, Korey 

won CEDA Nationals, the first team of Black women to do 

so.

Miguel Feliciano and his partner Damiyr Davis were the 

first team of Black debaters to receive top-seed at the 

prestigious Tournament of Champions (TOC). They were 

also the first pair of urban debate league alums to make it 

to elimination rounds at the prestigious Kentucky Round 

Robin Tournament.

Rashid Campbell has reached deep elimination rounds of 

the majority of several national tournaments. He was a 

finalist at CEDA Nationals in 2014. Rashid also became 

the first Black person to win top speaker at the National 

Debate Tournament in 2014. 



“I had a great time at ECLI 2015. I have learned 
about things that are actually applicable to real 
life and things that I can take outside of the 
debate room. They have taught me different skills 
that allows me to better myself outside of the 
debate community and use what i learned in my 
personal life.” 

- Devin Brown 
Houston, Texas

Student Testimonials

“I had good time I really learn a lot of things 
like surveillance. I was not thinking about 
any of this until I got to ECLI. I love the staff 
members they are really nice and caring. I 
feel I should come back next year. 

- Jimmece Beard 
Chicago, Illinois 

In all of my high school career and debate 
career, coming here was the best decision. It 
helped the discourse of my thinking and 
provided me with an understanding of what 
it means to actually do something for social 
justice. The structure of this liberation 
institute in itself is a fight against social 
injustice. Through this institute I felt as 
though created a family, friends, and 
developed as a person. 

-Britani Fraser 
Brooklyn, New York



“ECLI was and will always be one of 
the best debate things I ever did.” 

-Jontae Henry 
Oakland, California

“Overa l l I 'm happy and fee l 
p r iv i l eged because I go t the 
opportuni ty to gain a unique 
education that other debate camps 
just don't provide. I also feel very 
lucky that there were so many people 
who know so much and can help me 
learn and grow.” 

-Megan Kim 
Omaha, Nebraska

I learned about my own identity 
and how to make arguments 
concerning me in debate and in my 
community and how we could 
better these places. 

-Cesar Rodriguez 
Houston, Texas



I've learned more at ECLI than I 
would've learned at any other debate 
camp. I've not only built long lasting 
friendships with my fellow campers 
but with the staff as well and I believe 
that the friendships established along 
with the experience have allowed me 
to grow as a person.” 

-Larry Taylor III 
Dallas, Texas

“It was an amazing experience. I was surrounded by 
like minded black people for quite possibly the first 
time in my life. It was reassuring and affirming. I 
learned so many things and I plan to apply all of 
them to my everyday life long after ECLI ends.” 

-Salecia Barry 
Bloomington, Minnesota

“I had a wonderful experience at ECLI. 
After coming from a camp that showed a 
major lack of black people, it was 
refreshing to be around my own people. It 
also felt good to be able to talk about race 
and identity freely. For the most part, 
especially at school, there isn't very much 
open conversation about blackness and it 
is always awkward when bringing it up 
first, before your white counterparts. Here 
the conversation is constant, and there is 
never a need for it to be initiated.” 

-Morgan Kirkman 
Baltimore, Maryland



ECLI 2015 Highlights
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Special thanks to: 

Dr. Sadie Gregory 

The Honors College 
Dean Ronnie Collins 

Department of Visual Arts & 
Performing Arts 

Chair, Dr. Garey Hyatt 
Professor Willie Jordan



Here are the many ways you can contribute to the success of the 
2016 Eddie Conway Liberation Institute 

Presenting Sponsor $5,000 

•Company will have presenting sponsor status in all event materials and promotions 

• Inclusion in all press and news releases 

•Recognition on ECLI web site 

•Free Merchandise: 

•Five copies of "The Black Book" 

•Five ECLI camp t-shirts 
•Five LBS wristbands 

•Recognition at championship round of the Mumia Abu Jamal Debate Tournament 

Gold Sponsor $3,000 

•Inclusion in all press and news releases 

•Recognition on ECLI web site 

•Free Merchandise: 

•Three copies of "The Black Book" 

•Three ECLI camp t-shirts 

•Three LBS wristbands 

•Recognition at championship round of the Mumia Abu Jamal Debate Tournament 

Silver Sponsor $1,000 

•Inclusion in all press and news releases 
•Recognition on ECLI web site 

•Free Merchandise: 

•One copy of "The Black Book" 

•One ECLI camp t-shirt 

•One LBS wristband 

•Recognition at championship round of the Mumia Abu Jamal Debate Tournament 

Bronze Sponsor $500 
•Inclusion in all press and news releases 

•Recognition on ECLI web site 

•Free ECLI camp t-shirt 
•Recognition at championship round of the Mumia Abu Jamal Debate Tournament 

In-Kind Sponsor 
If you would like to support this event by donating your company’s goods or services please complete the donation form 
and return to eclidebate@gmail.com.  

All donations made to the Eddie Conway Liberation Institute will receive an official receipt 
for tax purposes outlining the tax-deductible portion of your donation.

Sponsorship

mailto:eclidebate@gmail.com
mailto:eclidebate@gmail.com


2016 Eddie Conway Liberation Institute  
Sponsored By Leaders of Beautiful Struggle & Coppin State University 

July 10th to July 31st 

Adam J. Jackson, Director / Nadirah Smith, Assistant Director

Sponsor Form

Sponsorship Level: 
(Select One)

Presenting Sponsor 
Gold Sponsor 
Silver Sponsor 
Bronze Sponsor

Company/Organization: ________________________________________________________________________

Website: ________________________________________________________________________

Contact Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________

Street Address:
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip
 
_________________________________ , ___________________________________  

__________________________________

Signature ________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:  
Equity Matters  
ATTN: ECLI 2016 - LBS  
3613 Sequoia Avenue  
Baltimore, Maryland 21215  
 
TAX ID: 80-0652861

We are in partnership with Equity Matters to make your donations tax-deductible. 

You will be mailed a letter of receipt 
that will serve as proof of your 
charitable contribution. 

If you have questions regarding your 
donation, please call Michael Scott at  
michael@equity-matters.org

mailto:michael@equity-matters.org
mailto:michael@equity-matters.org


Thank you!


